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Turlock Declares Local Emergency
Response to the Unsheltered Homeless and Encampments
For Immediate Release
On Sunday, March 14th the City of Turlock Acting City Manager, Gary R. Hampton in his role as the City Director of Emergency Services, issued a Proclamation of the Existence of a Local Emergency (“Proclamation”) in response to the Unsheltered Homeless and Encampments throughout the community.   

The City Council will hold a special Council meeting on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 5:00pm to ratify the Proclamation of a Local Emergency as well as consider the appropriation of $498,417 to assist shelter providers with additional costs of shelter operation and to accommodate additional people. The proposed funding is also to pay for site clean-up, supplies, service agreements, materials, staffing costs, maintenance and upkeep, and miscellaneous expenses for the 120-day local emergency.
The goal of the emergency plan is to reduce the number of homeless who are unsheltered, increase the number of homeless who are re-connected with family or connected with needed social services, and reverse the trend of increasing homelessness, especially unsheltered homelessness, and reducing the health and safety dangers resulting from the number of significant homeless encampments and the behaviors associated with some of those living in the encampments within the City of Turlock.
City staff will engage in a 120-day local emergency plan to partner with service providers to connect unsheltered individuals and families with emergency shelter and other available social service resources as well as reconnect homeless individuals with their families.  
Every reasonable effort will be made to assist those in need.  Should individuals refuse, reject, or decline available services, appropriate steps will be taken to address illegal behaviors including the enforcement of applicable laws and taking necessary actions within the limits of the law to reverse the adverse trends and restore the quality of life in Turlock.
“The situation of homeless encampments over the last few months has gone from an unsightly nuisance, to a real and present danger to the health and safety of the entire community for both the unsheltered homeless persons in encampments as well as to the community,” stated Acting City Manager Gary Hampton. “Our focus in this 120-day plan is to decrease the illegal and nuisance behaviors engaged in by some in encampments, and reverse the noticeable decline in the quality of life for businesses, residents, and visitors in the City of Turlock.”
Concurrent with the implementation of the emergency plan, the City is engaging all of the community stakeholders, service providers and community groups to develop a 36-month plan to address the Unsheltered Homeless and Encampments Crisis beyond the initial emergency response.  City staff will be focused on the immediate emergency situation while also planning for the longer-term options and solutions.
By declaring a local emergency, the City can obtain additional resources, establish an immediate plan, and respond quickly to urgent situations.  This will minimize disruptions and allow the City to focus on day-to-day operations while addressing the Unsheltered Homeless and Encampments Crisis as effectively and efficiently as possible.
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